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Interview with Dr. Powell
I met with Dr. Terry Powell, who 

is in his thirty-third year of teaching in 
Church Ministries at CIU.  Since we’re 
celebrating CIU’s 90th anniversary, the 
Rambler wanted to interview a faculty 
member who has been here for over 
one-third of the school’s existence.

How has the culture of CIU’s student 
body changed since you arrived in 1981?

Dr. Powell:   Brokenness and 
dysfunction in families have 
characterized our culture over the 

past three decades, and CIU reflects 
that trend.  More of our students come 
from difficult family situations and leave 
home with more emotional scars.   It 
also appears that fewer students enter 
with of a clear-cut call to a particular 
vocational ministry, though many 
receive such a call while here.

Positively, I love to watch this new 
generation of students worship during 
assemblies.   They are more expressive 
than in the past, and express a heart-
felt love for the Lord and for what 
He has done for them.    Also, our 
administration gives students more 

by blake baggott
staff writer

See “Anniversary”, page 3

For CIU students, it’s not un-
usual to see fliers, advertisements, 
or even to hear announcements 
concerning support groups for men 
struggling with lust.  As a woman, I 
am frequently reminded, rather insis-
tently in some cases, that how I dress 
will determine to what degree men 
on campus sin.  Issues like pornogra-
phy and sexual temptation are appar-
ently common subjects for discussion 
in men’s chapel, and it’s no surprise 
to me:  the idea that Christian men 
struggle with their sexuality is a nor-

by anonymous

See “Female Sexuality”, page 9

That time of year has come 
round once again – that glorious 
time in which a man has the free-
dom to be a man. My dear friends: 
November is upon us and with it the 
eager and bold whisker-growing of 
many a young man. 

Since the dawn of time, the 
beard has oft been a sign of manli-
ness. They were the pride and trea-
sured possession of nearly all men. 

by nik ellison
secretary

See “Beards”, page 2

In Defense of Beards

Alumni gather  with the men’s soccer team after the alumni/student game on Saturday.
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Beards, cont. from page 1
To cut another man’s beard was the 
ultimate sign of shame; to slay a 
man for doing so would not have 
been uncommon. Commonly asso-
ciated with ancient days, the natural 
scarf is the easiest form of protec-
tion against the elements. Few so-
cieties deemed such facial features 
unclean until the time of Alexan-
der the Great. Originally, the wise 
general was afraid his men’s beard 
would be yanked in combat; little 
aware was he of the repercussions of 
his decision. 

Over time, the beard has come 
in and out of fashion. In Russia, 
where facial fuzz would be most po-
tent, it was once taxed. Yet at anoth-
er time, our most beloved President 
Lincoln donned the dapper dress of 
the beard and was promptly award-
ed with the votes of his people. In 
our current day, facial hair has been 
given negative connotations, associ-
ated with less than savory company 
and a lack of professional appeal. 
However, there are still remnants 
among us today of those who hold 
to the old tradition of freeing their 
follicles. 

In this context, then, it is im-
portant to understand why grow-
ing a beard is both beneficial and 
necessary in such a time as this, 
namely, November. Some men are 
not allowed the choice of growing 
a beard due to work conditions. To 
those who must shave, I salute your 
sacrifice, worthy as it is. However, 
if you are able, you should. To put 
it simply, there is no reason not to. 
Quoting a beatifically bearded ex-
ample from Christendom, that great 
prince of preachers Spurgeon, grow-
ing a beard is “a habit most natural, 
scriptural, manly, and beneficial.” It 
is in addition practical: Spurgeon 

tells of a fellow preacher who has 
“become as strong as Samson now 
that his locks are unshorn.” Follow-
ing the advice of older, wiser men is 
naturally reason enough to release 
your masculinity; but there is yet 
more to tell. 

It is my personal experience 
(and that of others, I hear) that grow-
ing a beard has affected both inward 
qualities and outward perceptions. 
First, for the timid man, those first 
few days – or weeks – of fuzzy am-
biguity are some of the most trying 
and sanctifying times in a man’s life. 
Those awkward glances from people 
who think you have lost your razor; 
the giggles from gaggles of girls. Yet 
through fiery trials real men are 
born; and of the many simple trials 
a man can face, growing a beard is 
among the best and easiest. 

Second, look upon those men 
whom you respect most from days 
of old. Long has the beard been as-
sociated with age, with wisdom, and 
with strength. Socrates no doubt 
owes much of his lasting legacy to 
the presence of a luscious beard. 
Even in our modern culture, the 
baby-faced men of our society view 
those who have beards as heroic. 
The fiction of our day proves this, as 
Thor and other such masculine fig-
ures stride onto the scene. 

Only a few things remain to 
be said. I must speak to the wom-
en now, particularly to those who, 

until this time, have restricted their 
men from allowing their faces free-
dom. As an appeal from a man for 
men, I ask merely for the month of 
November. Let the locks flow freely, 
allowing the chill of autumn breez-
es to enliven their cheeks to rapid 
growth. Perhaps you argue that you 
do not like the look; I would simply 
ask you to look again with an open 
mind. 

 There are some reading this 
who doubtless have seen what I have 
said with a weight upon their hearts. 
These are those men who – though 
truly masculine in heart and soul – 
are unable to grow a beard such as 
I have mentioned. I do understand 
this, and would say first that a mus-
tache is also a manly facial feature – 
none would argue that Teddy Roos-
evelt lacked in manhood. However, 
perhaps there are some who have 
lost hope even of this growth. It 
seems that this, to me, is not your 
fault, my brothers. Rather, it is sim-
ply the status of the fallen world in 
which we live. Perhaps we can hope 
for a brighter future in the kingdom 
of our Lord for facial hair every-
where. 

 And so comes November. 
Men, let your locks grow long. Let 
them flow freely. Let the hairs upon 
your face be a constant remind-
er that God has made you a man, 
gladly shouldering the sacrifice that 
comes with that calling. 
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News

choices when it comes to lifestyle 
decisions or entertainment.   There is 
less emphasis on external control of 
their behavior, and more on giving 
them principles and instilling values 
which should shape their decisions 
after they leave CIU.

What are some of your favorite 
memories with CIU students?

Dr. Powell:   I treasure the times 
I have traveled with students, either 
serving in a church teacher-training 
venture, or going overseas to train 
national workers. I’ve taken three guys 
with me to Ukraine (3 separate trips); 
and a team of students to Namibia.  I’ve 
also taken a couple of alumni on such 
trips, and even asked them to co-teach 
a course with me.

What have been the most 
monumental changes you have seen 
during you 32+ years at CIU?

Dr. Powell:   The expanding scope 
of academic programs we offer is 
significant.   In the 1990s, we officially 
added Youth Ministry, Psychology, and 
Communications.   One of our more 
recent additions that will continue 
to grow is Business.   I’m all for this 
expansion, for it is essential for the 
school to be progressive in terms of 
the needs it tries to meet, but it is 
important that they do not siphon off 
support for more traditional majors 
that prepare students for vocational 
ministry in our churches. Roger Gould 
once said, “Change is inevitable; growth 
is not.”   Some changes are needed 
in a rapidly-changing culture, but 

Anniversary, cont. from page 1
commitment to our core 
values must not shift.

How important is it 
for current students and 
staff to be aware of the 
school’s history?

D r . 
Powell:   Extremely 
vital!   Currently, we at 
CIU stand on broad 
and sturdy shoulders 
of men and women 

who served at, prayed for, and gave to 
this school.  Without those who came 
before us, CIU would not exist.

A school’s history is about its 
people, not so much its programs.   I 
wish all current students and newer 
faculty/staff could have known James 
“Buck” Hatch, a revered professor 
who died in the 1990s.   He served 
here for almost four decades, teaching 
Psychology, Bible interpretation, 
Progress of Redemption, and matters 
of family life.  He also counseled many 
students who suffered from abusive 
backgrounds, or who had a hard time 
accepting the Lord’s forgiveness for 
their past.   Hundreds of alumni who 
attended through the 1980s consider 
him their most influential teacher.  
Buck Hatch had an outrageously 
fruitful ministry despite being very 
depression-prone and fragile.  His story 
injects hope that God uses weak, needy 
people.

N o 
schools are 
w i t h o u t 
f l a w s 
b e c a u s e 
they are 
s t a f f e d 
and led 
by flawed 
people.  But 
CIU has 
a sterling 
reputation 
a r o u n d 

the world.   A couple decades ago I 
was attending a conference in the 
Midwest. There were 8 professors from 
a number of schools around a dinner 
table.   When I introduced myself and 
said where I was from, another person 
looked at me with respect and said, “Are 
you aware that you are teaching at the 
Cadillac of Bible colleges?!”  Pride is a 
dangerous thing in ministry, but I was 
appropriately proud that day to serve at 
CIU (what was then “Columbia Bible 
College”).

How has CIU impacted you for the 
better?

Dr. Powell:   CIU provides me a 
venue for investing in the two things 
that last forever:   The Word of God, 
and people.   Just as God’s Word is 
permanent (1 Pet. 1:21-25), so are 
the souls of people (John 5:28-29).   I 
cannot imagine a more strategic place 
to serve the Lord.   I don’t get up each 
day thinking, “I have to go teach 
today.”  I get up thinking, “I get to teach 
today!”   On the days that back pain 
eclipses my joy, or depression tries to 
siphon off zeal for my work, I remember 
that what I do has meaning for eternity, 
and any ministry opportunity I have is 
a merciful gift from God.

CIU has stood strong for 90 years. 
Hopefully, faithful professors like Dr. 
Powell will still be on campus 90 years 
from now.

M
EL

IS
SA

 M
C

C
U

TC
H

A
N

C
H

RI
ST

Y 
LE

E



theRambler 4
November 2013

In the WorldToday
On Sept. 21, the Somali terror 

group Al-Shabaab (an affiliate of 
al Qaeda)  laid siege to the upscale 
Westgate Mall in  Nairobi, Kenya.  
The bloody four-day attack left at 
least 67 people dead.

The hostage victims showed ev-
idence of torture, as some victims 
escaped from the mall with severed 
hands and noses.

In the wake of the massacre, 
there were countless questions.  
Who was responsible?  Did security 
respond appropriately?

The Kenyan authorities’ ac-
counts have fluctuated about how 
many gunmen were involved and 
how many people were killed.

On Monday, Nov. 4, four men 
were charge with the crime.  How-
ever, their being charged didn’t clear 
up too many questions.  The author-
ities report they didn’t even know 
the names of two of the four men. 
All four men are believed to be So-
malian.

For updated information about 
the Kenya mall siege, visit cnn.com.

On Nov. 3, a double-decker fer-
ry set off to make the voyage from 
the resort of Pattaya to Pah Lan, an 
island of the coast of Thailand. 

The ferry was overcrowded, and 
capsized en route, killing six and in-
juring 12 others.  Of the dead, three 
were non-Thai tourists.  At best es-
timate, there were 100 passengers 
aboard when the ferry sank.

Have you heard of Mala-
la Yousafzai?  She’s an outspoken 
16-year-old from Pakistan.  For 
some time, she has been a champi-
on of education for girls in Pakistan.  
She has boldly spoken against the 
Taliban’s prohibition on the educa-
tion of girls.

However, her passion has cost 
her dearly: last year, in an attempt to 
silence the teenager, Taliban soldiers 
shot her point-blank in the head 
and neck. 

However, the Taliban’s attack 
only amplified her voice.  Not only is 
she championing her cause; count-
less others in Pakistan have joined 
her. 

On March 19, Yousafzai was 
able to return to school in Birming-
ham, England.

“God has given me this new 
life,” she said in a February public 
statement.  “I want to serve the peo-
ple.  I want every girl, every child to 
be educated.” 

Five Suspects Charged 
in Attack on Kenyan Mall

Pakistani Girl’s Voice 
Heard Despite Attack

Ferry Capsizes in Thai-
land; 6 dead, 12 injured

Briefs by Melissa McCutchan, managing editor
Information, photos courtesy of www.cnn.com

New UN Report: Teen 
Birth Rates Skyrocketing

A new report by the United 
Nations Population Fund has some 
sad (though possibly not surprising) 
statistics concerning the developing 
world. 

In the developing world, mil-
lions of young brides are giving 
birth at a young age.  Of the 7.2 mil-
lion girls to give birth every year, 2 
million of them are under the age of 
14.  Countries such as Niger, Chad, 
and Mali are reporting teen birth 
rates to be as high as 50%.
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I was recently faced with the 
question, “When it comes to girls… 
what’s your type? What kind of girl 
do you see yourself marrying?” It’s a 
question that we face too often at CIU. 
If we’re ever going to find a spouse, of 
course it would be here! Your type is 
everywhere! But, it’s a question that 
I’m not too fond of. Why? Because 
I don’t know that, when it comes to 
looking for a future wife, I’m looking 
too hard for “my type”. And of course 
people could draw back and ask, 
“How could you not be looking for 
your type? What are you looking for 
then!”

The more I began to think about 
it, the more I realized that looking 
for “my type” might distract me from 
actually finding the one I’m really 
supposed to be with. First of all, I’m an 
extremely analytical guy anyway, and 
an idealist as well. As Bible students, 
it’s almost like we’re programmed to 
be this way (which is good at times!). 
But, it would be too easy to dream 
up the perfect girl and then compare 
every subsequent girl I meet to this 
figment of my imagination and then 
stamp a big “pass” or “fail” on each of 
them in my mind. But you know what 
the problem is? If that’s what I were 
searching for, then I would never find 
her.

As much as everything in my 
nature wants to do that, I have to 
remind myself that there is no such 
thing as my ideal type. In fact, that’s 
a very selfish way to think. Because, 
in that case, am I really looking for 
a great girl, or just a girl that I’ve 
fashioned in my own image? It’s 

funny because the pictures of girls 
that I always paint in my mind look 
at lot like me in many different ways. 
Really, then, it’s an egotistical thing. I 
don’t want someone else… I want me. 

It reminds me of the cases of 
idolatry in the Bible. They forsake the 
true God and fashion an image of God 
that matches what they think that God 
should look like. And what always 
happens to these images? They begin 
to look, act, and think a lot like the 
people who made them. I don’t want 

to create an idol of a girl, someone 
who reflects me. I want someone 
who reflects her own, unique beauty. 
However, how often are we, as CIU 
students, guilty of building idols of a 
spouse or significant other?

Another reason that I’m wary 
of looking for “my type” is that 
I don’t want to be so wrapped in 
looking for this girl who meets all 
my requirements that I miss the real 
thing. I don’t want to be blinded by 
my own unrealistic standards of a 
perfect girl that I pass by the perfect 
girl for me. I think about the Pharisees 
and other Jewish people of Jesus’ time. 
They were expecting a Messiah, and 
they were even looking for him! But, 
they were so caught in their own ideas 

of what this Messiah would look like. 
They had their own type in mind. He 
was going to provide military victory 
over Rome, he was going to vindicate 
the nation of Israel, he was going to 
usher in the age to come, etc. They 
had all these preconceived notions 
of what a Messiah would look like, 
but what happened? He came, stared 
them right in their faces, but they 
missed it.

He wasn’t their type. But he was 
the true Messiah that they had been 
waiting for all along. He looked them 
in the eye and said, “Here I am”, and 
they said, “No, we’re waiting for 
someone else.” I’m not comparing 
Jesus to a girlfriend, but the point 
remains. I don’t want to miss the right 
girl. I don’t want to be caught up in 
my own idea of what she should be 
like that, if she were to look at me in 
the face, I would look right past her 
and keep searching for someone else. 
But, if I hold too tightly to “my type”, 
I’m afraid that is exactly what would 
happen.

I’m not saying that we shouldn’t 
have standards or some expectations. 
I’m not saying we should date anyone 
and everyone in case they happen 
to be “the one”. All I’m saying is 
that we don’t need to be chasing 
after something which can never be 
caught. We don’t need to be looking 
for something which can never be 
found. All we need to do is be aware. 
Be open. Be ready. Don’t let looking 
for “your type” prohibit you from 
finding the person that you’ve been 
looking for all along. Be prepared for 
them to look you in the eye and say, 
“Here I am.” And hopefully, you’ll be 
able to look back at them and say, “I’ve 
been waiting.”

by blake baggott
staff writer

Why I’m Not Looking for ‘My Type’

“”Looking for ‘my type’ 
might distract me 

from actually find-
ing the one I’m really 
supposed to be with.
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How to...Gain a Significant Other at CIU
Are you a guy 

or a girl?

Wait patiently for 
God to bring the 
right man into 

your life.

How long 
have you 

known this 
girl?

GirlGuy

2 years 2 months
Has she read 
any Joshua 

Harris books?

NoYes

Talk to her 
dad, or she’ll 

never date 
you.

Did he say 
yes?

YesNo

Sorry, 
buddy.  

Take her on a walk 
up the Boulevard.

How’d 
it go?

Does she seem 
to be a mature, 

godly young 
woman? 

YesNo

I do believe you 
have answered 

your own 
question.

What you are 
experiencing is 
entirely normal 
infatuation that 
many feel upon 
meeting a new, 

attractive, and fun 
person. These 

feelings should not 
be taken too 

seriously and are 
a bad basis for any 

serious relationship.
Kidding!  But 

seriously dude, 
wait awhile.  

(2-9 m
onths later)

Very. Badly.

G
reat!

It’s time to...ask her out.
Pick your location.

The Pointe.
Get there early 

to beat the other 
couples.  Smoothly 
ask her to be your 

girlfriend.

Coffee shop.
Make sure she actually 
likes coffee. In asking 

her to be your girl-
friend, avoid 

coffee-related puns.

Dinner.
Risky move.  Don’t 

order spaghetti.  Sauce 
stains could reduce 

her chances of saying 
yes.

Did she 
say yes?

Ye
s!

N
o.

..

That makes this 
a little awkward.  
Sorry for your 

loss.

Congrats. Put 
it on Facebook.  
Get 174 likes.  

But if I don’t get a 
boyfriend NOW, 
I might die alone.

A few possible 
solutions:

Pray.
Bake him cookies.

Actually get to 
know him as a 

friend.

LEGAL DISCLAIMER:
The Rambler is not 
responsible for any 

actions or results related 
to this flow chart. 
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Major: Communication
Class: Sophomore
Hometown: Eliot, Maine

What’s your position on the 
Rambler?
  “I am the treasurer, and the 
organizer of the Andrew Steier 
fan club.”

How do you like your coffee?
  “Like Apollo Creed from the 
Rocky series: black and strong.”

What’s your craziest CIU mem-
ory?
  “Tearing my ACL riding a bike 
out on the trails.”

What’s your favorite thing to do 
at CIU?
 “Sip a hot cup of joe with the 
windows open on a breezy day.” 

meet our 
staff
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Dear Uncle Jesse, 
I need help and I don’t know where else to turn!  Dishes, dishes 

everywhere.  My room is filled with dirty dishes.  They are on the 
counter, in the sink, on the floor, in the fridge, on my bed… and I 
don’t know what to do!  Please hurry with a response.  I don’t know 
how much longer I’ll fit in my room!

-Unwashed in Columbia

Dear Unwashed,
While one might think simply “washing” them is the only course 

of action, I disagree.  Yes, you could take what seems like a couple of 
hours to make a small dent in your plate-pile, but who has time for 
all that?  I suggest simply embracing your mug-mound.  When the 
time comes for Christmas break, just assume a fake name, fill out 
a new housing survey, and move to a different room on your hall.  
You will soon find that not only is your dish problem taken care of 
in your new room, but you may be able to sell tickets to your newly 
acquired hall dish-dungeon.

Dear Uncle Jesse,
I recently got a job off campus and I am a little nervous.  You 

see, I am a sophomore, but I forgot what it is like to venture past In-
ternational Boulevard.  Are people nice?  Are they going to kidnap 
me?  I watch a lot of movies so I think I have a pretty good idea of 
what to expect, but I wanted to ask you.  Thoughts?

-Hermit in Columbia

Dear Hermit, 
You’re not the first, nor the only person to experience this 

off-campus phenomenon.  Leaving campus can be a scary thing for 
many people.  However, allow me to set your mind at ease with a 
few simple tips for interacting with… people out there.  1) Talking 
about your Hermeneutics final isn’t an automatic fallback for con-
versation.  Use the word “hermeneutics” and people in many places 
might just think you’re cursing.  2) Criminal masterminds and evil 
villains aren’t as common as you think.  Sometimes people are just 
people... even if they do have an eyepatch.  3) Not everyone wants to 
greet by hugging.  Somehow this is a shock to Bible college students, 
but be warned.  I hope you find these tips helpful, and I hope your 
experiences don’t garner a movie of your own.

Ask Uncle Jesse
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Seconds seemed like years as the 
friends stared with blank eyes at the qui-
et cave. Sarah couldn’t feel the tears that 
streamed down her face.  She was only 
aware of the hollow pain engulfing her. 

Johnson stood silent, looking at the 
cave, watching.

“Sarah, Kiley is gone. We need to go 
now,” Preston said, trembling with fear. 
“We’ll bring back help.”

“I won’t leave her!” Sarah cried. “I’m 
not going to let her die out here, Preston! 
I’m going to find her!” 

“Hey guys,” Johnson whispered un-
noticed.

Sarah started to turn toward the 
cave, but Preston caught her by the arm 
and stood immovable, his narrowed eyes 
glaring down at her. “I’m not a wimp, 
Sarah. I’m also not a fool. I’m not giving 
up my life for a gullible, insecure, weak 
blonde and neither are you,” he growled.

“Guys…”
“What!” Preston snapped in aggra-

vation. 
Johnson pointed carefully at the 

cave. A tall, thin figure stood by the en-
trance watching them, its long hair flow-
ing in the wind. It was only a silhouette, 
but they all knew who it was.

“I don’t like the look of this,” John-
son warned.

“It’s Kiley!” Sarah cried leaping to-
ward the cave and running as fast as she 
could. “Come on!”

The shadow retreated back into the 
dark mouth of the cave as Sarah raced to 
catch her. Johnson and Preston followed 
close behind.

“Sarah! Stop! We don’t know what’s 
in there!” Johnson yelled.

“Kiley!” Sarah cried back stopping 
short at the mouth of the cave. Pres-
ton and Johnson quickly joined her and 
peered like nervous children into the om-
inous darkness. 

“Kiley!” Sarah whispered into the 
cave.

“Don’t come in,” a soft sob floated 
toward them. “You don’t want to see me. 
Please, just go away.”

“I’m not leaving you!” Sarah said 
more boldly. “Come out, Kiley!”

“No. I belong in here,” the voice an-
swered calmly. 

The sound of footsteps echoed to-
ward them from the cave. Little beads 
of water dripped from the ceiling into a 
small puddle on the floor. Everyone was 
silent. Soft moonlight streamed down 
across the entrance of the cave.

The footsteps stopped. From the 
shadows, a small hand reached out and 
was bathed in beams of moonlight. The 
fingernails were cracked, and tattered, the 
skin, ashen, spotted and splotched.  The 
pale hand trembled in the light and im-
mediately retracted. 

“I told you,” the voice whispered.
With that statement, Sarah thrust 

her arm into the darkness, grabbed the 
hand, and pulled hard. Kiley lost her bal-
ance and stumbled out of the cave crying. 
The group stood speechless. Kiley’s hair 
was disheveled and frizzy, her skin, pale 
and clammy. 

“I’m sorry! I didn’t know!” she cried. 
“It was so beautiful! And…and I couldn’t 
help myself.” Then she looked up as if to 
catch a glimpse of pity. “I should’ve lis-
tened to you guys,” she sobbed. 

Johnson studied the girl questioning 
what he saw. Her once blue eyes now pale 
as death seemed to be taking a strange 
power over Sarah. They demanded com-

passion, but at what price?
“We thought you were dead,” Pres-

ton said, still staring at her in shock.  
Sarah shot him a look.   
Johnson caught a glimpse of a crook-

ed smile on Kiley’s lips which quickly 
vanished. “Can’t we just rest inside for a 
little while?” she pleaded, pulling Sarah 
into the cave.  “It’s warm, and nice, and 
I’m so tired.” 

Johnson glared at the stranger that 
had once been Kiley and tried to hold 
Sarah back.

 “You can’t go in there,” he insisted.  
“Why are you guys so afraid of her?” 

Sarah whined. Kiley kept walking, lean-
ing on Sarah’s sympathetic shoulder and 
motioning for Preston to follow.

“I don’t like the look of this,” John-
son stated. “It’s not about Kiley. Some-
thing’s wrong here.” 

Kiley pretended not to hear, but kept 
leading Sarah and Preston inside. “The 
shell is gone now. It can’t hurt anybody 
any more.”

Johnson stood his ground. “Guys, 
don’t…”

“Shut up Johnson! You don’t even 
care,” Sarah snarled disappearing further 
into the darkness.

Once well inside the cave, Sarah 
stopped. “This is a good spot,” she said, 
but as her hand brushed Kiley’s arm, 
she gasped. Kiley’s skin and nails were 
smooth and perfect again. 

“I told you,” Kiley said, turning 
slowly. “I belong here.” Preston and Sarah 
stopped breathing, staring through the 
darkness into Kiley’s eyes. Little streams 
of light danced around in her pupils, 
focusing on each of them, and a long, 
menacing smile stretched across her face. 
They were no longer dealing with Kiley. 
They were dealing with something much 
more sinister.

 

by jonathan shuffler
staff writer

Shell part
two
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go!
your list of reasons to get out 

of the library and have fun.

Bill Cosby is coming
 to Columbia!  
Nov. 23, 8:00 pm
@ the Koger Center
Get your tickets at
www.capitoltickets.com

Need some puppy therapy?
Volunteer to walk a dog
at Pets Inc.  
in W. Columbia!
www.petsinc.org

Go home.  
(It’s Thanksgiving.)

Get your FREE ticket to 
WMHK Family Night wtih 

Natalie Grant!
Nov. 13, 7pm @ 

Gateway Baptist Church.
www.wmhk.com

Support your friends
in the CIU production

“Play On” in Hoke
November 15-16 @7pm

November 17 @3pm

Is Christian living about rules? Or is it 
about spontaneity? As Christians, we’ve all 
believed in the gospel of Jesus Christ. But, 
what happens next? What happens after 
we believe? This is precisely the topic that 
N.T. Wright tackles in his book “After You 
Believe”. 

One of the biggest crises I faced when 
I started to make my faith my own was the 
whole “rules” aspect of Christianity that I 
had grown up with. I had been so used to 
what I now could see were really weird and 
arbitrary Christian rules.

I thought, down with rules! After all, 
Jesus came and saved us and gave us grace, 
and in doing so he set us free from the law! 
If we try to enforce any kind of law, then we 
are denying that Jesus came to do anything 
at all! Paul says that we have died to the law, 
and that after being begun by the Spirit, 
are we being finished through works? Of 
course not! We are new creations and have 
the Spirit of God and should therefore just 
act spontaneously.

But then I met people who thought 
very differently. They said something like, 
“Jesus came and saved us and gave us grace, 
but he also gave us a bunch of laws and rules 
to follow. In order to be true Christians, we 
have to rigidly keep these laws or else we 
don’t really love him. After all, Jesus said, ‘If 
you love me, you will keep my commands.’ 
If we truly claim to be Christians, it requires 
us to take up our crosses, fulfill the law 
of Christ, and truly prove that our faith is 
genuine!” They had one big rule: keep all 
the rules.

So which was it... rules or spontaneity? 
Wright makes an extremely strong case that 
it isn’t an either/or situation. It’s both/and. 
Living a Christian lifestyle requires both 
rules and spontaneity, but in their proper 
context. Wright argues that the goal for 
the lifestyle of a Christian is what he calls 
“character”. Character is not, as some might 
think, simply a sense of moral superiority. 
Character, as he defines it, is when someone 
acts good according to second nature. 

Our first nature leans toward sin on 

default. That’s where the “spontaneous” 
people fall short. If someone were to simply 
act spontaneous when first placing faith in 
Jesus, then they wouldn’t look much like 
Jesus at all because they are still acting 
according to their first nature. The goal, 
though, is for Christian to act like Christ by 
second nature. So how does someone get 
there?

Here’s where the rules come in. The 
rules on their own don’t do much because 
they can’t change our heart. They can show 
us what to do, but they can’t help us do it. 
However, we have the Spirit of God inside 
of us. The Spirit allows us to follow these 
rules, even though it takes a ton of work. 
Following the rules helps us to become 
more and more familiar with how it is to 
really live like Jesus. And that leads to where 
the rules don’t become rules anymore. We 
begin to internalize them; they become 
second nature.

Rules are important because they are the 
means by which we reach an acceptable state 
of spontaneity. In other words, spontaneity 
is the goal but rules are how we reach 
that goal. We can’t start out spontaneous, 
because we haven’t been transformed yet. 
But, we can’t simply keep the rules for the 
sake of keeping the rules either. We have to 
keep them with the end goal in mind, that 
they will become so ingrained in us that it 
will become second nature. 

A helpful way to think about this is to 
think of language. English is second nature 
to us. We don’t have to think about it. I can 
write the word “dog”, and you don’t have to 
think in your mind, “Oh let’s see... is that 
the really big grey animal with the trunk 
and tusks... no that’s an elephant. The dog is 
the smaller, hairier one that barks.” No! You 
read the word “dog” and didn’t even have 
to think about what it was. That’s because 
English is so natural to us.

In the same way, N.T. Wright 
encourages us to speak the language of 
holiness. He teaches us to follow the rules 
to the point we don’t have to think about 
it anymore. It becomes not just what we 
do, but who we are. And this is his vision 
of what is in store for Christian after they 
believe.

by blake baggott
staff writer

N.T. Wright’s ‘After You Believe’



theRambler 10
November 2013

mal, even comfortable idea.  However, 
as a woman who attended a Christian 
high school, and is now seeing the same 
patterns repeated at CIU, I can’t help 
but wonder why those issues haven’t 
been addressed in relation to women.

I should begin by saying that the 
topic of women’s sexuality and how the 
church responds to it is deeply personal 
for me.  The planning of this article has 
been rooted in my personal experience 
and observation of the areas in which 
the church and CIU have failed to con-
front the issues surrounding women’s 
sexuality.  I have seen CIU confront 
men’s sexuality quite well, seeking to 
equip male students in their struggle 
against pornography, masturbation, 
and lust, but when women’s sexuality 
is discussed, no one seems willing to 
admit that in many cases, women are 
struggling with the very same issues. 
By drawing attention to these issues 
and voicing the opinions of my peers, 
I hope to change the way CIU students 
approach discussions on sexuality, and 
perhaps better equip those in leader-
ship positions to understand where 
there is a need amongst the student 
body for guidance.

While it’s been brought to my at-
tention that pornography addiction is 
more common among men, there are 
equally destructive media to which 
women seem more susceptible.  While 
I’ve seen men in the church struggle 
with visual pornography, I’ve known 
a number of women to struggle with 
erotica, or sexually explicit literature.  
While the majority of my female peers 
are not tempted by pornography in the 
same way my male peers are, I’ve talked 
to many women who have said that the 
storyline structure of erotic literature 
is incredibly enticing.  Women, gener-
ally speaking, have a natural tendency 
to be drawn in by a story, by fantasies 
that are not only sexually explicit in na-
ture, but involve emotional attachment.  
This kind of addiction is not only de-

structive in a sexual context, but causes 
women to develop emotional attach-
ments to fictional characters, or to men 
that don’t know very well.

Although erotica is more common 
amongst women than pornography, it’s 
important to recognize that pornogra-
phy and masturbation are not strict-
ly male issues either.  I’ve also known 
women to face addictions to pornog-
raphy and masturbation, which I have 
come to believe are often the deepest 
expressions of emotional loneliness, but 
I haven’t heard anyone at CIU or in my 
own church address them in relation 
to women.  I think the idea that men 
are more susceptible to sexual strug-
gles than women is, in short, one of the 

most absurd generalizations I have ever 
heard.  If the male portion of the CIU 
student body heard the conversations 
that take place in women’s dorms, they 
would quickly realize that lust is just as 
much of an issue for their female peers 
as it is for them.  The difference is that 
when a male student struggles with 
lust, it’s considered normal, but when a 
female student struggles with lust, she’s 
seen as an exception, as a deviant from 
the normal struggles of women.  In the 
worst cases, she’s socially labeled a ‘slut,’ 
and demonized for her struggle.

I believe that social reactions are a 
significant part of why women at CIU 
have remained silent on the issue of 
sexuality.  As I visited students in the 
women’s dorms and asked them if they 

thought women’s sexuality was an issue 
worth writing about, I was met with 
enthusiastic agreement.  As soon as I 
outlined my own frustration with how 
little and how lightly the church and 
CIU address pornography, lust, and 
other issues amongst women, students 
were perfectly comfortable in saying 
how whole-heartedly they agreed.  One 
student discussed rather passionately 
with me how women in the church are 
brought up to believe that their sexuali-
ty is shameful, rather than having it ad-
dressed in a frank and honest manner 
as a factual aspect of our humanity.  The 
myth that women don’t lust or aren’t as 
susceptible to it cannot hold against 
the voices that urged me desperately to 
write an article, to say what they could 
not say.  Instead of teaching Christian 
women that their sexuality should be 
suppressed, or is a source of embarrass-
ment or shame, why are we not teach-
ing women how to biblically deal with 
their sexuality?

To be more specific, women at CIU 
don’t need to be told how they’re strug-
gling, they need to be told what to do 
about it.  For any change to take place, 
we must first recognize that some wom-
en at CIU do struggle with pornogra-
phy, masturbation, erotic literature, and 
lust.  This is a fact.  Rather than being 
told I shouldn’t date a man who is ad-
dicted to pornography, I would rather 
be taught how to fight an addiction to 
pornography. We are well aware that 
scripture teaches against sexual immo-
rality, and the problem is not that we 
don’t understand the dangers of sex in 
an extramarital context.  The problem 
is that the issue is so rarely discussed 
amongst women in a way that applies 
biblical principles in a practical manner 
that I think Christian women are often 
at a loss for how to confront their battle 
with lust.  This is a call for a new per-
spective and hopefully some positive 
action to both protect the women of 
CIU and grow the CIU body as a whole.

“”Women at CIU don’t 
need to be told how 
they’re struggling, 

they need to be told 
what to do about it.

Female Sexuality, cont. from page 1
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I’ve encountered quite a few 
embarrassing moments in my life; in 
fact there’s been more than I’d care to 
even think about. Take for instance the 
first time that I told a girl I liked her, or 
the time I told a guy I liked a girl and I 
later found out she was his girlfriend. 
Yeah, those were embarrassing mo-
ments. It was like putting Miley Cyrus 
in a music video: it was guaranteed to 
end poorly. I had one such embarrass-
ing moment a couple weeks ago in fact, 
but it was mostly due to the fact that I 
didn’t do my research.

A friend of mine posted an ar-
ticle on Facebook about a pastor from 
Arizona who was arrested for having a 
Bible study in his home. I was shocked 
by this and I too shared the link. I 
didn’t share it to upset people but just 
to inform people of what the world 
was moving towards. A few people 
commented on the link in shock and 
upset by the article. And then that mo-
ment came, the embarrassing one. My 
former English professor, Dr. Wenger, 
commented on my link stating, “Do 
your research. This man is not arrested 
for having a Bible study in his home. He 
is arrested for repeated, persistent, and 

stubborn refusal to recognize authori-
ty figures such as fire marshals, zoning 
ordinances, and many other legitimate 
governing authorities (which are ulti-
mately established by God, according to 
Romans 13:1). This is such a red herring 
...and old news, too. Christians, please, 
do not be quick to pass on rumors and 
misrepresentation of the truth.” I did 
some more research and discovered 
that this man was not arrested for hold-
ing a Bible study in his house. Rather, 
he was arrested for continually break-
ing the law. There was more detail than 
that, but for the purpose of the article, 
just know that the article I shared was 
misleading. The man who commented 
on my post reminded me that as Chris-
tians, we need to be careful when we 
relate to the media.

The media is misleading, de-
ceitful, and very persuasive. It’s not to 
say that you can’t trust anything you 
read or hear, but it does mean that you 
should research what you hear or see. 
The reason this is so important for be-
lievers is because if we are not careful, 
we too will be deceiving, even if it is 
unintentional. Even if we unintention-
ally lie, we still can reap negative con-
sequences. Take my story for example: 
by sharing the article, I had stirred 

feelings in the heart of my friends that 
were angry towards the government for 
arresting this seemingly innocent man. 
Yet, the reality was that the government 
had done nothing wrong and that the 
pastor was the one at fault. Christians 
all over the internet were reprimanding 
an innocent government and criticizing 
the law enforcers. This leaves a terrible 
image not only for us as believers, but 
as the One that we represent.

As Christians, our views not 
only reflect on us but they reflect on 
our Lord. We are the body of Christ and 
we are His Church and regardless of 
whether our intentions are good or not, 
our actions are the things that people 
see. So when you read an article, per-
haps even my article, do your research 
for yourself. Don’t let the media tell you 
what to think, and don’t let any of us as 
writers for “The Rambler” do it either. 
The reason we write what we write is 
to probe and to make you think, to en-
courage you to search what you yourself 
believe to be true. Every piece of infor-
mation that you obtain forms who you 
are by whether you reject it or accept it. 
I believe that the more information you 
take in, the more you will develop and 
grow as a creation in Christ. You, as the 
transformed, need to be informed.

by tim lapointe
treasurer

The Transformed Must be Informed
Christianity and Media
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To the reader, 
Rambler round two.  First of all, 

allow me to thank you, the reader, for 
your expressed appreciation of our first 
ever Rambler.  The release of our first 
newsletter was met with much grati-
tude and positivity.  Students came up 
to me (like I had anything to do with 
how great it was) and thanked me for 
my work.  Our very own president, Bill 
“the man” Jones gave us a shout-out and 
some very encouraging emails.  As this 
letter is directed toward you, the reader, 
allow me to say once again, thank you. 

The Staff
You may be thinking, “Wow, I re-

ally did enjoy that newspaper.  What 
would it take for me to be a part of 
the Rambler staff?”  And to that, I say, 
“Mondays at 3:30 and a willingness to 
be creative and responsible.  My news-
paper staff is incredible.  Yes, we are 
always looking for new people: writers, 
photographers, cartoonists (Ross Tut-
tle), editors, and even just idea people.  
Talk to me if you want to know more 
about that.   If you are curious as to 
what we all do here at The Rambler, let 
me explain how it works.  My awesome 
volunteer staff, students who have pa-
pers, projects, jobs, and lives, does all 
the work, I just facilitate.  Freshmen 
and grad students alike are a part of the 
Rambler.  We make it work.  So a quick 
and shameless plug for anyone who 
would like to join the newspaper, you 
are more than welcome.  (Allison even 
brings cookies sometimes.)

The Meetings
Let’s get serious for a moment here.  

Since you don’t come to newspaper 
meetings (not quite sure why…) and 
some pretty great conversations happen 
in them, I want to bring some of our 
discussion out of the meetings to you.  
We all know, to differing degrees, that 

we as CIU students sometimes have a 
hard time reaching outside the walls of 
CIU.  We are generally all bad at keep-
ing up with the news.  We have ideas 
and intentions that never reach reality 
as papers and campus life lasso us back 
in.  We’ve all read the articles and some 
of us have even written articles about 
changing all of that.  Well, this is what 
we talk about in our meetings.  We sit 
around and brainstorm about things 
going on around campus, around Co-
lumbia, and around the world.  I’ll be 
honest; I am shocked at how little I 
know about the very city in which I 
live.   This newspaper is meant to chal-

lenge you.  As I mentioned in my last 
letter, our mission statement for The 
Rambler is to Challenge, Inform, and 
Unite our campus.  Oh, you noticed a 
cute little play on words?... well, letters.  
Yeah, that actually wasn’t intentional 
originally.  Anyway, we desire for you 
to read these articles and think.  There 
may be some things in this newspaper 
that you don’t like.  There is a challeng-
ing article about female sexuality.   How 
do we deal with topics like that?  These 
are things we talk about in our meet-
ings.

Your input
As surprising as it may be, we 

newspaper people really do want to 

hear your feedback, but in addition to 
your post-paper feedback, we would 
love some of your pre-paper ideas.  We 
have had submissions from students 
and faculty who are not on the newspa-
per staff, but if you aren’t interested in 
writing an entire article, but are inter-
ested in what’s going on, we would like 
to encourage you to find a staff mem-
ber and brain vomit all over them.  Too 
graphic?  How about… share your idea 
with them.  There, that’s better.  Even 
though I feel like I often B.V. when I 
speak… But I digress.  Your input is 
welcome and needed to make this a 
relevant paper for you and your CIU 
community.  Another aspect of this is 
to help shape The Rambler into a news-
paper worth reading.  We have current 
trends going.  “Meet the Staff,” “Ask 
Uncle Jesse,” and “In Defense of…” are 
all recurring themes found in each is-
sue.  How do you feel about these?  We 
want to make you, the reader, an hon-
orary member of our staff, so we want 
to know what you like and what can go.  
Deal? Deal.

Final Thoughts
We are getting pressed up against 

Christmas break here, the end of the 
Fall 2013 semester.  You will see one 
more issue before leaving for break.  
We want to, again, thank you for your 
support and for your part in making 
The Rambler CIU’s top rated newspa-
per.  Please use the information above 
to make this your newspaper and help 
us to mold this into the kind of newspa-
per that our campus needs. We want to 
wish you a merry Thanksgiving break 
(that sounds weird…) and we will see 
you in a couple of weeks!

Editor-in-Chief,
-Andrew Steier

“”Our mission for 
The Rambler is to 
challenge, inform, 

and unite our campus.

Letter from the Editor


