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Conference Challenges 
Students to Live Unashamed
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Soccer Games:
Don’t Be a Jerk

Christianity in Syria

Looking for 
somewhere to GO? 

Find your
 weekend fun 

on page 7.

Missed 
the game?

See soccer
scores,

page 12.

Trouble finding 
a church?  

We’ve got you 
covered

on page 10.
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As Jesus sat on the hillside, he told 
his Jewish listeners, “You have heard 
that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I 
say to you, Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, so that 
you may be sons of your Father who 
is in heaven.... except for Rome. Since 
they are oppressing Israel, our native 
nation, we have every justification to 
declare and support a bloody, violent 
revolution against them!”

by blake baggott
staff writer

see “Soccer,” page 4

One one six! 
These numbers point to Romans 

1:16, which has become the banner verse 
for a whole movement that is summed 
up by one trait: being “unashamed”. The 
verse reads, “For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.” That 
movement, started by Christian rappers 

like Lecrae, Tedashii, and Sho Baraka 
in the early 2000s, has launched into a 
worldwide phenomenon. 

Reachlife Ministries, which is asso-
ciated with Lecrae’s record label “Reach 
Records”, hosted the 1st annual “Un-
ashamed Conference” recently, from 
September 13-15. It was held in Atlanta, 
GA at the Georgia World Congress Cen-
ter and hosted thousands of college aged 
students from across the 

world. The conference included 

by blake baggott
staff writer

See “Unashamed”, page 7

by andrew steier
editor-in-chief

I got cut off the other day by a 
middle-aged woman in a minivan.  
While attempting to keep all my fin-
gers inside the car and my mouth shut, 
I thought, “what a jerk!” I stewed over 
it and even went so far as to furrow my 
brow.  Twenty seconds later, without 
even thinking about it, I cut someone 
off.  

Yeah, I can be a jerk, but guess 
what… so can you.  My heart can be 
very hard at times.  I can be insensi-
tive, sarcastic, and even cruel toward 

see “Syria,” page 3
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Coming to CIU this year, I thus 
entered back into the bubble that so 
well shelters students from the outside 
world.  Back at my home in Lugoff, I 
normally started the day by turning on 
the morning news as coffee would brew 
and my beagle would beg for my toast.  
This was how I kept up to date with the 
world. However, since coming to CIU 
I no longer have this habit. For many 
of us, including me, Facebook is the 
main source of information.  So three 
weeks into the semester I was surprised 
to find out that we even had issues with 
the country of Syria.  I did what anyone 
else would do… I went to Google for 
answers.  Among my favorite finds was 
an article from The Washington Post ti-
tled “9 Questions about Syria You Were 
Too Embarrassed to Ask.”

This is what I have reaped from on-
line research: 

1.  Syria is in a civil war.  The As-
sad regime has used chemical weapons 
on civilians (counts in the thousands, 
including children), and this violates 
international law and treaties set by the 
UN. 

2.  The US and some other coun-
tries initially called for a military inter-
vention (not on the same scale as what 
we did in Iraq), but currently only the 
US and France have publicly commit-
ted themselves to this.  There are up to 
10 other countries that are willing to 
step in if the situation gets worse.

3.  Russia and China (allies with 
Syria) have been calling for restraint, 
and have offered to take control of all of 
Syria’s chemical weapons within a short 
period of time.  

4.  Since Syria has accepted this 
(and the UN sanctions that are sure to 
come) Obama has no need to begin a 
war, and it is being resolved “diplo-
matically.”  However, it seems like we 
are going back to square one due to 
disagreement between Russia and the 
US as to how they should hold Assad 

accountable for the actions committed.  
It is also noted that a plan for military 
action is still on the table in case things 
go sour. 

5. 100,000 people have already 
died from the conflict in Syria and 1.4 
million are now living as refugees. 

So what are the implications of war 
with Syria?  According to Syrian Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Faisal Mekdad, 
war with Syria would benefit Al-Qaeda 
as it would deepen a hatred for Amer-
icans in the Middle East (BBC.com).  
The cost wouldn’t be cheap (and would 
mount up in the ever skyrocketing debt 
of the USA).  If we were to strike Syria 
the chance of hitting and killing civil-
ians in collateral damage would be too 
high to ignore. 

A question I had in all this was 
“Why does the United States feel like 
it is the self-appointed World Police?”  
Looking back in history our country 
has a habit of stepping in and trying to 
solve other people’s problems.  A good 
example of us succeeding is World War 
II. A good example of us not doing so 
hot is the Vietnam War.  I’m not say-
ing we shouldn’t help others in need, 
but we need to analyze and use wisdom 
on whether it is necessary for us to in-
tervene.  Sometimes it is, and others 
need to be worked out by the countries 
themselves. 

What can we do in the mean time?  

I know it’s a typical Christian answer, 
but we need to pray about it.  We need 
to pray for God to give lots of Wisdom 
to our nation’s leaders (whether we like 
them or not).  Pray that in all the rebel 
and government fighting, those caught 
in the middle will be safe.  Pray that the 
conflict will be resolved and tensions 
will die down.  Pray for the govern-
ment of Syria (for Assad to stop being 
cruel to his people, for wise decisions 
to be made, etc.).   Pray for our sisters 
and brothers serving Christ in Syria 
and the surrounding countries.  What-
ever happens from here on out WILL 
affect them somehow.  Don’t forget to 
pray that God will be glorified in all of 
this.  This is happening for a reason, 
and it doesn’t matter if we don’t see the 
point.  The important thing is that God 
is aware and He is in full control. 

My guess is that this isn’t some-
thing that is going to be solved in a 
short time.  More than likely, the fresh-
men this year will still be reading head-
lines on this even up to their senior 
year here.  But we mustn’t let this keep 
us from praying and being attentive of 
what’s going on outside this bubble of 
ours.  CIU, make it a point to stop every 
day to check out the news, both local 
and worldwide. 

*Sources: CNN.com, Washington-
post.com, BBC News, and Foxnews.
com

by dot strickland
staff writer
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What’s Going on in Syria?
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World News

Major: Communication
Class: Sophomore
Hometown: Rock Hill, SC

What’s your position on the 
Rambler?
  “Scribe.  I write things.”

What question do you want 
me to ask you next?
  “I don’t know.  I don’t do 
interviews.”

What’s your favorite thing 
about your RA?
  “We’re squirrel buddies.”

Pirates or ninjas?
  “Han Solo.”

meet our 
staff

Leah

Obviously, the bit after the ellips-
es is a fabrication and not found in the 
Sermon on the Mount. However, how 
many modern Christians would read 
this addendum into the text? 

This question is all the more rele-
vant considering the recent events in-
volving Syria. What are Christians to 
think in times like these? Especially 
students of CIU. Think about it: how 
ironic is it to be a university that em-
phasizes world missions so much and 
yet be citizens of a country that is possi-
bly about to bomb one of those nations? 
What are we to think about this, being 
both American and Christian?

Ultimately, we know that Paul 
teaches us in Philip-
pians that our citi-
zenship is not of this 
world, but from heav-
en. Our allegiance for 
the gospel overrides 
our allegiance to any 
country. What does 
that mean though? The 
Philippians knew ex-
actly what that meant. 
They were a colony 
who had full citizen-
ship of Rome, even though they were 
not located there. However, Rome came 
and brought their culture into a foreign 
land. 

Philippi was Roman in every way, 
except for location. The point, I be-
lieve, is that Paulwants us to live in this 
world, but change the very culture of 
it, to “colonize” it, and influence it with 
the character, lifestyle, and ethics of Je-
sus Christ himself. 

Thus, no matter what the opinion 
our country holds about what to do in 
situation like theone the U.S. is facing 
with Syria, our opinions and personal 
convictions should be those which re-
flect the character, lifestyle, and ethics 
of Jesus Christ. So, what does that look 
like? The mission of Jesus makes it very 
clear how he feels about his enemies. 
The passage at the opening says a ton. 

We are not to hate our enemy! We are to 
love them and pray for them. Is it possi-
ble to love your enemy when you drop 
a bomb on them? 

Even if you don’t personally do 
it, is it truly loving to support such an 
action? Jesus models so clearly how we 
should treat our enemies. He is em-
phatic that violence is not the answer. 
Most people would agree that peace is 
the goal. However, how can peace be 
the goal if peace is not the means? Paul 
warns us not to be overcome by evil, 
but to overcome evil with good. Jesus 
agreed with Paul that his kingdom is not 
of this world, that it is not influenced 
or derived from this world. He says to 

Pilate in John 18:36, “If 
my kingdom were of 
this world, my servants 
would have been fight-
ing, that I might not be 
delivered over to the 
Jews. But my kingdom 
is not from the world.” 
There, Jesus makes an 
important distinction! 
If his kingdom were of 
this world, if it acted as 
the other nations did, 

then his disciples would be fighting. 
However, they are not.

How does Jesus deal with his en-
emies then? He non-violently and lov-
ingly lays down his life for them at their 
own hands. As the Roman soldiers are 
shaming him and torturing him on 
the cross, he cries out “Father, forgive 
them!” The kingdoms of the world sac-
rifice others for the benefit of them-
selves. But the people of the kingdom of 
God sacrifice themselves for the benefit 
of others.

So, remember, our citizenship 
is in heaven. Our allegiance is not to 
Caesar, but to Jesus. We are to reflect 
God’s character to the world, through 
his kingdom. This includes loving our 
enemies and sacrificing for them, even 
if this means going against our native 
country. We are not of this world.

“”Our allegiance for 
the gospel 

overrides our
 allegiance to 

any country.

Syria, cont. from page 1
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the people I, on Sunday, call my broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.  Now, I am not 
writing for personal confession and I 
am not writing to simply draw atten-
tion to my inability to emulate Christ at 
all times.  I am here to remind us ALL 
of something.  Are you ready?  It is pro-
found and wise and all sorts of biblical.  
Here goes.  Don’t be a jerk.

It sounds simple, but is anything 
but that.  Because of its vast application 
to each one of us, allow me to narrow it 
down a bit and address the real issue at 
hand.  Don’t be a jerk… at CIU soccer 
games.  Now, I understand that you, the 
reader, just fell into one of three cate-
gories: Category 1) “I don’t go to CIU 
soccer games.”  Category 2) I go to CIU 
soccer games, but surely he isn’t talking 
to me.  And Category 3) You’re right.  I 
am a jerk.  I’ll stop.  

I would love to address all three 
categories, but for the time being, al-
low me to just address category 2.  It 
has been brought to my attention that 
our student body has reflected Jesus 
rather poorly while watching the sport 
of futbol. (That’s soccer).  Seeing as we 
are Christ-followers and desire noth-
ing but the best for our players, their 
players, and the referees, I have come 
to the conclusion that the fan conduct 
at soccer games just can’t be a disregard 
for Christian ethics, but simply a gen-
eral misunderstanding in regards to the 
sport of soccer and the reactions a fan 
should have at any given time during 
a game. The following are appropriate 
times to cheer.  

1) When we score a goal.  Al-
though sometimes rare, a goal is proba-
bly the most appropriate time to cheer, 
hoot, holler, yodel, jump, cry, whatever 
expresses your joy as a person.  

2) Pretty much anytime our team 
touches the ball.  When a CIU Ram 
player passes to another, allow a yelp to 
sneak out.  It is ok!  Part of the beau-
ty of soccer is time of possession.  Are 
we winning the possession battle?  Do 
we seem to have the upper hand even 
if it is still 0-0?  Our soccer players are 

our friends, and roommates.  They like 
to know they are doing well when they 
kick the ball.

3) When our goalie prevents a 
goal.  The team with the most points 
wins.  We want our team to win.  Ergo, 
we don’t want the other team to score 
and we want to support our keeper.

 Now that we know the appro-
priate times to cheer, allow me to share 
some inappropriate times to cheer.  
This is where a fan can ask the ques-
tion, “would I call someone a jerk if I 
saw them do this?”

1) When an opposing player gets 
hurt.  Come on.  Really? Cheering for 
another’s downfall rubs the name of Je-
sus in the dirt.  

2) When we “get away” with a 
foul.  Rules are rules, and you and I 
would both hate it if the other team 
benefitted from a missed call. Why 
should we be allowed to bend the rules?

3) When the other team screws 
up and looks foolish.  That’s someone’s 
friend, roommate, and sibling you are 
tearing down.  Don’t be a jerk. 

I haven’t addressed yelling at the 
refs, jeering and tearing down the oth-
er team, or coming up with personally 
spiteful cheers.  I trust that we can all 
use a little common sense in our new 
endeavor to “not be jerks.”

In closing, I would like to point out 
that this is not a scripture-charged arti-
cle.  Scripture has plenty to say about 
being a jerk, but you and I already know 
that.  At the end of the day…at the end 
of the game, what really matters is, 
“does the other team, do the other fans, 
do the referees see Jesus when they look 
at me, or do they see a devil.”  There is 
so much we can do for our brothers on 
the soccer field, the basketball court, 
the cross country trail. We can encour-
age, we can support, we can cheer them 
on to victory, but a victory is worthless 
if it simply affirms the hatred in and 
hardness of our hearts.  So don’t abstain 
from being a jerk because I told you to.  
Don’t avoid it because it’s your “Chris-
tian duty.”  Don’t be a jerk because Jesus 
wasn’t a jerk, and we’re at CIU because 
hopefully we want to be like Him.
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Soccer, cont. from page 1
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It is a rare occurrence that 
one’s life is so profoundly changed 
as mine was a month ago. Within a 
mere minute of time, my perspec-
tive on the world was altered. And 
I do mean that literally. You see, I 
always knew I should have glasses. 
I would wear them on occasion last 
semester during class.  Otherwise, I 
hardly, if ever, set the rims upon my 
nose. Near the end of the semester, 
I lost that pair, but managed with-
out and forgot them altogether. The 
summer was a mildly fuzzy one, to 
say the least. 

How incredibly blind I was to 
the reality I was missing out on. I re-
alized that, upon my return, I might 
wish to purchase a new pair. Being 
able to read projector screens is cru-
cial to learning. It was an expensive 
venture, one I put off for some time. 
Eventually, I allowed a profession-
al to examine my ocular orbs and 
fit me with new lenses. As soon as 
they were ready, I walked slowly to 
receive them, dreading the bill that 
awaited me at the top. 

Money quickly became no ob-
ject, however, upon receiving my 
glasses. As I slipped them onto my 
face, it was as though the world had 
been opened up to me. Everything 
seemed brighter, more beautiful. I 
could now recognize friendly faces 
in the distance; I could read text that 
had been before, to me, a fuzzy line. 
Upon leaving the store, I bounded 
down the stairs joyfully.

Now, I began to observe the 

world more close-
ly. One of my 
favorite things 
God has made 
is the tree. Take 
any tree you like 
– it is a miracle 
to me that some-
thing so large can 
be birthed from 
such tiny begin-
nings. Yet now, 
they seemed even 
greater, as I ob-
served their in-
dividual leaves from afar. Huddled 
masses of green now became sharp, 
individual pieces of a mosaic to the 
glory of God. 

 At first, I began to envy my 
fellow man that did not need such 
an artificial device to see well. I re-
alized that this was how everyone 
without optical aids always saw the 
world. Then it dawned on me:  no 
person who has not worn glasses 
could experience what I was ex-
periencing now. It is simply thus: 
because they had always had good 
vision, it was normal to them; but 
because I did not always have good 
vision, I saw it as a gift rather than 
a privilege. It broke upon me like a 
wave upon a gleeful little child in 
the ocean. Thus, in some measure, 
I – and those of you like me – have it 
better than the rest. 

 Some who require ocular aid 
decide to take the route of contact 
lenses. I do shudder at the thought 
of placing glass on my eyes (I imag-
ine it feels something like jelly). 
However, I realized that there is an 

advantage to wearing glasses over 
contacts beyond this alone. At any 
time, I can remove my glasses and 
remind myself why I have them in 
the first place. The one wearing con-
tact lenses, however, cannot do this. 
Thus, to them, good vision becomes 
almost as regular and expected as to 
that of the naturally blessed. If at any 
time I doubt the beauty of the world 
and the sovereignty of God, I can 
simply remove my glasses. 

 Before that day, every morn-
ing was dull. Every distant shape was 
soft edged, and every distant friend 
unrecognizable. Now, I wake up, the 
dull vision still in my natural eyes. 
Yet with a single motion, I cast my 
vision through two optical windows 
and the world instantly brightens. 
Details become clear. Some might 
claim that the devil is in the details, 
but I would argue for quite the op-
posite. Thus, if you happen to see 
me walking around campus with a 
little jig in my step, it might just be 
because, for a moment, I forgot to 
put my glasses on, and suddenly re-
membered how beautiful life is.

by nik ellison
secretary

In Defense of Wearing Glasses
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T h i s  S u m m e r ’ s 
Fa v o r i t e  M ov i e s

DreamWorks’ Turbo 
features Theo, a young-
ster who dreams of being 
a racer.  There’s just one 
problem: Theo is a snail.  
He struggles with the frus-
tration of life in the “slow 
lane”, until his life turns up-
side down one night.  He is 
sucked into an engine and 
infused with nitrous oxide! 
From that day on Theo’s 

life is changed as he was 
thrown into the world of 
the Indy 500! 

I loved this mov-
ie for many reasons, the 
fact that there are very 
few “crude” or stupid kids 
jokes and it is pretty in-
teresting. All in all I rec-
ommend this movie for 
those who love a good 
kids’ comedy.

The third installment 
from everyone’s favorite 
narcissist….I mean, su-
perhero. This movie takes 
a much darker turn than 
its predecessors, tack-
lingPTSD from Tony’s 
near death experience in 
New York, the Mandarin, 
and his relationship with 
Pepper. I thoroughly en-
joyed this movie, though 

it could  be inappropriate 
at times (but if you know 
Tony Stark and Iron Man 
this is to be expected). I 
would not recommend 
this movie for anyone un-
der 13, and you should 
know that it deals with 
very dark issues, such as a 
lot of violence, some foul 
language, ect.

Movie reviews by Allison Watts

Dear Uncle Jesse,
I live on East 2 and my room shares a drywall with 

what seems to be an up-and-coming heavy metal/folk 
band.  Needless to say, I don’t get much sleep.  An up-
perclassman suggested I ask for your thoughts.  Please 
help!

-Insomniac in Columbia

Dear Insomniac,
You seem to be suffering from a condition most 

commonly known as insensitivus-frienditis. Confront-
ing your hall-mate about not only his taste in music, 
but the volume at which it is played might be the eas-
iest way to go.  However, if you’re like me and enjoy 
doing things the fun way, I suggest that you buy an or-
nery goat.  You will soon find yourself in an interesting 
conversation with many of your hall-mates about noise 
and you can discreetly mention your issue in a larger 
and more comfortable environment.

***
Dear Uncle Jesse,
Today after Old Testament Survey, a boy asked if 

I would like to “go on a walk.”  I have heard of such 
“walks” from my RA and I am wondering what I 
should say to him.  I kind of like him, but I don’t know 
what an evening-time stroll could mean for my future.  
You are so wise that I felt this was the only place to 
turn.  What do I do?

-Twitterpated in Columbia

Dear Twitterpated, 
As I am sure you haven’t taken Dr. Farra’s Statis-

tics class yet, I can’t expect you to know the formula 
for Bible college walks.  Allow me to enlighten you. 

[(Boy+Invitation) Exclusivity x Sunset] – Existing 
Relationship2 = Christian Romance

As far as he is concerned, your acceptance of a late 
night saunter around campus is the first step in a long 
chain which eventually leads to a minivan and family 
photos at JC Penney.  Luckily for him (and you) you’re 
mildly interested.  Still, proceed with caution.  

Ask  Uncle Jesse
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go!
your list of reasons to get 

off campus and have fun.

four main sessions, two breakout ses-
sion times, and two concerts featuring 
the most popular names in Christian 
hip-hop.

So, what was the point of this con-
ference? The Unashamed Conference 
was organized for multiple reasons. The 
biggest reason was to inform, educate, 
and equip young believers for the vo-
cation that Jesus has called us to fulfill. 
Its main focus, however, was combatting 
the social injustices that plague Ameri-
ca, and the rest of the world. The issues 
covered ranged from things like poverty, 
inequality, education, racism, classism, 
and much more.

Francis Chan explained how the 
fruit and 
“success” of 
one’s min-
istry isn’t 
always the 
sign of faith-
fulness to 
God’s call-
ing. After all, 
if “success” 
was the key, 
then Jesus 
would have 
been a pretty 
big failure! He pointed to other prophets 
like Isaiah and Jeremiah who had little if 
any fruit in their ministry. Lecrae then 
shared the parable of the Good Samar-
itan, pointing out how “good” people, 
like the priest and Levite, aren’t excused 
from helping out the needy. No mat-
ter what excuses we can come up with, 
nothing overrides our call to serve the 
least of these, as Jesus commanded.

John Onwuchekwa (or John O.) 
spoke in his session on the importance 
of being a good stewart of the money 
that God has given you. He stressed how 
this isn’t simply about “tithing”. In fact, 
it’s not even about using your money for 
moral things! In reality, he pointed out 
that buying certain things aren’t morally 
wrong, but is the way we spend money 
the way Jesus would spend money, or 

are we feeding our greed? D.A. Horton 
closed the conference with reminding 
the attendees that we don’t need to ca-
ter to ourselves and people like us, but 
to reach out to those who are different 
than us.

There were multiple breakout ses-
sions, but I had the privilege of being in 
one with multiple different artists. The 
topic was how do we create art that glori-
fies God? Some of the question revolved 
around the relationship between “Chris-
tian” music and “secular” music. What 
makes a song “secular” or “Christian”? 
Does a song have to talk about God or 
the gospel all the time to be “Christian”? 
Questions were asked to Lecrae about 
his collaborating with artists who were 

non-believers. 
People in that 
breakout ses-
sion included 
Lecrae, Andy 
Mineo, Sho 
Baraka, Propa-

ganda, JSon, 
Shai Linne, 
and Alex 
Medina. 

O n e 
of the most 
i n c re d i b l e 

things was to see the diversity at the 
conference alone. There were people 
of all colors, all races, all ethnicities, all 
nationalities, all backgrounds, all so-
cio-economic statuses, etc. It was a great 
picture of the gospel and how it reaches 
across human made barriers and unites 
us for a common purpose, the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God. 

Although this was the first year that 
Reachlife put on this Unashamed Con-
ference, they are planning to continue 
to do it annually. I encourage anyone, 
especially those passionate about so-
cial injustice and Christian reaction to 
it, to attend next year. Everything that 
was done was done for the glory of God 
alone. They truly showed what it meant 
to be “unashamed”.

Unashamed, cont. from page 1
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Phil Wickham in Concert
@ Calvary Chapel Lexington
October 19 @ 7:30 pm
Tickets - $13

South Carolina State Fair
COLLEGE DAYS!

Free admission all day 
on October 10

 (w. student ID)

HOMECOMING!
Laura Story & 

Steven Curtis Chapman 
in concert @ 

Shandon Baptist Church
7:30 pm on Nov. 1

Student tickets - $15

Looking for Sunday fun?
Columbia Museum of Art 
Free admission on Sundays!

For some weekend fun, 
check out the “Big MO” 

drive-in theater in 
Monetta, SC.
$8 for adults

rambling
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Dark memories haunt me. Moonlight 
is no longer a soft, glowing comfort at night, 
but a painful reminder of our dreadful mis-
take. This is the story of that dark tragedy. 
Everything started with the shell.

  ***
“What is it?” Preston said, staring in-

tensely at the glowing object.
Little rainbows of color pulsated from 

the object at their feet. Its glow was soothing 
to the weary travelers. Every eye focused on 
the mysterious artifact before them. 

“I don’t know, but it’s so beautiful,” Ki-
ley said, kneeling down beside it. “It’s like…
like a glowing seashell. But what’s it doing 
here?” 

“There are no oceans near here, Kiley,” 
Johnson stated.

“I know that,” She said, rolling her 
eyes. “So, if it’s not a seashell, then what is 
it?”

“I don’t know. Ask the genius!” Pres-
ton said, hitting Johnson’s shoulder. 

“What makes you think I know?” 
Johnson sighed.

“You’re into all this animal stuff. You 
should know what it is.”

“Unless it hasn’t been discovered yet,” 
Sarah suggested, staring at the ground.

“Something about this thing is unnat-
ural. I don’t like it.” Johnson said, walking 
away from the rest of the group.

“Oh come on! You scared of a little 
glowing shell?” Preston laughed.

“I don’t think we should mess with it. 
There is plenty more to see here. Let’s go.” 
Johnson kept walking.

Everything became silent. Soft whis-
pers of wind whipped through the trees. 
The group stared at Johnson as he walked 
further down the trail and sat down on a 
rock. 

“I wonder what’s got him so spooked,” 

Kiley smirked. It’s just…just…” She trailed 
off as her eyes became fixed again on the 
shell, “…Beautiful.”

  Moonlight filtered through the 
treetops, illuminating the group with a 
pale, bluish glow. Without warning, the 
shell went black, seemingly charred into 
lifeless coal by the moon’s gentle rays.

 “Why did it stop?” Kiley said, her 
eyes widening, “I get it! It doesn’t like light! 
It’s nocturnal! See!” As she shielded the 
shell from the moonlight with her back-
pack, the bright colors showered her again 
with sparkling light.

 “Don’t you get it?!” She exclaimed 
to the group. “If we find a dark enough 
place where there is no light, we can see it 
better!”  She looked around and stared di-
rectly ahead. 

“That’s the perfect place, the cave,” she 
said, pointing.

“Uh, Kiley, aren’t you being a little ob-
sessive about this thing? I mean, I know it’s 
pretty, but…” Sarah stated.

“It’s beautiful! It’s like nothing I’ve 
ever seen! What do you mean obsessive?” 
She growled, glaring at Sarah, her blue eyes 
flashing in the moonlight like blue fire.

“Look, I think we’ve all had a long day. 
Let’s just leave it there till tomorrow.”

“It might not be here tomorrow,” Kiley 
whined. “Let’s enjoy it while we can. Some-
body help me.  I can’t hold this backpack 
much longer,” she pleaded still captivated 
by the lights. 

“Well I am not holding it for you,” 
Preston said.

“Neither am I,” Sarah agreed.
“I see how it is!” Kiley stood up and let 

her backpack fall to the ground. The shell 
turned black again. “I’m just here so you 
can make fun of me! You think I’m some 
kind of cute girly female because I like shin-
ing colors! Is that it?!” she snarled, “I don’t 
need this kind of abuse! I’m taking it with 
me!” She reached down and snatched up 
the dark, transparent shell.

 It had an odd texture. It looked 
rough and course, but it felt smooth. She 
stroked it gently. A warm smile went across 
her face. “I love this thing,” she whispered 

and walked away.
“Where are you going?” Johnson 

asked, walking back towards them.
“Well, if you’d have been here a min-

ute ago, you’d know,” Kiley smirked as she 
walked away.

Sarah reached out and firmly grabbed 
her arm. “Kiley, please don’t go. I’m begin-
ning to think Johnson was right. Something 
is terribly wrong.”

Everyone became silent as Kiley 
paused. A tangible tension filled the air like 
toxic smoke.

“Let go of me,” Kiley growled. 
“No!” Sarah insisted.
“Yes!” Kiley screamed tearing Sarah’s 

arm with her perfectly polished nails. 
Little trickles of blood appeared and 

Sarah stared at Kiley in shock.
“No one tells me what to do! That’s 

what everyone has tried to do since I was 
born!” Kiley yelled in Sarah’s bewildered 
face. “Least of all you! You’re not my moth-
er! You do not own me! If you touch me 
again, I will kill you!” 

A dark smile stretched across her face 
as she turned and ran toward the cave.

“Kiley! Don’t go!” Preston yelled. 
“Let’s just leave!”

She did not respond. Her long, brown 
hair flowed in the wind as she ran toward 
the gaping mouth of the cave. In seconds, 
Kiley had disappeared, scarfed down into 
its dark belly.  The night was grew death-
ly silent except for the stifled sobs as Sarah 
cried on Preston’s shoulder. A dark, men-
acing haze hovered in the air as the group 
held their breath.

In minutes, the cave was filled with a 
sinister sea of pulsing carnival lights.  The 
shell had come alive again.  As bright colors 
danced through the light in the cave, Kiley’s 
playful shadow joined them, dancing on 
the walls in the light. All the group could 
do was watch, stunned in dreadful antici-
pation. 

Without warning, the lights went 
black and a terrifying scream pierced the 
darkness. Everything went silent. Kiley was 
gone.  

by jonathan shuffler
staff writer
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To work or not to work on 
Sunday? That is the question.

Actually, that is not the 
question at all. As CIU students, 
the school has asked us to take 
a day of rest. For a lot of people, 
that is hard, especially when 
homework is due on Monday 
morning. 

So here are five reasons to 
like the Sabbath rule:

1. Serve at your church. 
Get involved. You don’t have 
to feel rushed to leave and do 
homework. The people you 
work with and hang out with 
will appreciate your laid-back 
attitude. You can wholeheart-
edly work at whatever you are 
doing. 

2. Take a nap. Slow down. 
Rest. Breathe. Sometimes, as 
college students, we forget to 
do that, filling our time with 
either social events or home-
work. We sacrifice sleep for fun 
or responsibility without slow-
ing down. So spend some time 
outside, sleep, or just take some 
time to listen to the sounds of 
the universe. (Okay, maybe not 
the last one…)

3. Read the Bible as the 
Bible. Sunday is a special day 
to set the Bible aside as a text-
book and pick it up as a Word 
from the Lord, our Redeemer, 
our Hope, our 
Rest. Every 
day, as Bible 
majors, we 
study the Bi-
ble, we look 
at its history, 
at its timeline, 
at its words, 
but class is not 
the place to 

have your personal time with 
the Lord. We should strive for 
personal time with Him every 
single day. That doesn’t always 
happen, though. But each week, 
we have a day to start fresh, in 
the Word of God, seeking that 
intimate aspect of the Bible.

4. Do the things that you 
“don’t have time for” during 
the week. Maybe some of those 
chores like laundry or making 
your bed. Or maybe those “fun” 
things like going for a run or 
working out. (That depends on 
your definition of fun.) Clean 
your room, read a book that 
you don’t have to read, or may-
be go sample some cool restau-
rants downtown for lunch.

5. Bond with your friends, 
both on and off campus. Sun-
days are a great chance to get to 
know the people you live with 
or get to know the people you 
go to church with. Ask serious 
questions and invest time in 
deeper conversations.

The Sabbath is a day of 
refocusing. It is not just a day 
of procrastination. A lot of 
people want to get their home-
work done. As I make decisions 
about what to do with my day, I 
know homework is not an op-
tion. But even that realization 
points me back to the reason-
ing behind it. It takes effort, but 
putting aside the stress of the 
day for the peace and rest found 
in Jesus Christ is beautiful.

by emily thornhill
staff writer

by mike gregory
writer, the credo
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Before I even touch this 
issue, I would like to clear up 
one thing: the Sunday standard 
is not some kind of spiritual 
command from God.  True, 
the Old Testament Christians 
kept Sabbath as a sign of the 
rest to come.  However, we now 
have entered an eternal Sab-
bath rest through Jesus Christ. 
If you don’t trust me, go check 
out Hebrews 4.  It explains that 
through Christ we have put 
down our work, our striving 
for godliness, and can now rest 
in Christ.  It refers to this rest 
as the Sabbath-rest.  Therefore, 
keeping of a Sabbath is not a 
biblical command applicable to 
us and should not be applied as 
a norm for Christians.  All this 
to say that the Sunday standard 
is rooted in fundamentalist cul-
ture, not scripture.  

It seems that CIU already 
asks students to make time for 
service and church related activ-
ities through CSL and CIU 101.  
What benefit does the Sabbath 
standard have for the average 
CIU student who wants to serve 
at church or in the communi-
ty?  It is no great secret that all 
church and community service 
events are not simply scheduled 
for Sundays, but various days 
throughout the week. I believe 
it is more realistic to think that 
a majority of a student’s time 

serving their 
church or 
other organi-
zation is done 

on oth-
er days.  
This re-
sults in 
s h o r t -
e n e d 
time for 
h o m e -

work on the days allowed for 
homework.  Therefore, allowing 
homework on Sundays would 
provide more time to do home-
work, giving us more free time 
during the week to participate 
in other activities.  

The Sunday standard really 
doesn’t help students rest.  Now 
that we have classes five days a 
week, we have five days where 
things are due.  Those five days 
are also filled with classes where 
homework isn’t, or shouldn’t, be 
done.  Most of us have jobs and 
very few of us do homework at 
that job.  Most of us that have 
jobs work primarily between 
Monday and Friday.  Throw in 
some of those activities men-
tioned above, a significant oth-
er, and maybe even some kids 
(those people do exist in the 
undergrad at CIU), and you 
end up with very little time de-
voted to homework. The short-
ening of the week doesn’t put 
me at peace, it makes me more 
stressed.  When Monday comes 
around, rearing its ugly head, 
the Sunday standard feels a lot 
more like forced bondage then 
the glorious day of rest that it is 
often made out to be.  Students 
should rest and make time for 
things outside of homework 
and prioritize their time well.  
However, it seems clear to me, 
and I think to most of my fel-
low students, that this standard 
is hindering us in that area, and 
not helping us.
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Are you a 
Christian?

Yes.No.

U
nsure.

Please see Marshall 
Davis or Donna 

Thompson.

May I share the 
One-Verse Method 

with you? 

No.Yes.Are you a 
Christian 

now?

No.Yes.

In worship, do you 
prefer a hymnal or a 

rock show?

“Amazing 
grace...” 

The louder 
the better.

Are you a Southern 
Baptist?

Are you a fan of 
flashing, 

multicolored lights?

No.Yes.

Church of
 the Apostles.

No.Yes.

You have 
approximately 
400+ options.

Do you
 associate with 

the elderly?

Do you ever 
want to meet 
your pastor?

No.Yes.

No.

Yes.

How do you feel 
about joining a 
small group?No.

Yeah!

First-name
basis?

No. Yes.

The Overwhelmed Freshman’s Guide to Finding a Church in Columbia

Would you like 
to serve in the 
youth group?No.

Yes.

Midtown.

Are you sure 
you’re not a 

Baptist?

Nursery?

No.

Yes.

Children’s
ministry?

No.

Yes.
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Pamphlets, candy, popcorn, cups, 
mugs, magnets.  These are just a few 
examples of the free paraphernalia is 
showered upon freshman in attempt 
to encourage students to visit a partic-
ular church.  One of the many stress-
ful things an incoming CIU freshman 
has to deal with is choosing a church 
to call home during their time spent on 
campus.  CIU’s proposed remedy for 
the problem is to put as many church-
es in front of them as possible to make 
the decision-making process a bit easi-
er.  This plethora of options is the CIU 
Church Fair.  But is this an effective way 
of presenting churches to new students?  

After a handful of interviews with 
both freshmen and upperclassmen, I 
found that the answers to this question 
are quite varied.  Many freshmen noted 
that they were expecting a few church 
representatives, but instead they were 
met with dozens of people giving out 
handfuls of informational brochures, 
piles of fresh doughnuts, and boxes of 
free ramen.  This impressed students, 
but maybe not quite in the way it was 
originally intended.  Many students de-
scribed the event as more overwhelm-

ing than helpful.
That being said, there were also 

several positive aspects noted.  The 
church representatives were very en-
couraging and friendly, and they were 
very happy to answer questions about 
their churches.  There was plenty of op-
portunity to get information about the 
churches and their ministries directly 
from the church staff, and it was helpful 
to have many churches in one central 

location.  Therefore, the purpose—to 
introduce students to the churches of 
Columbia—was accomplished. 

Unfortunately, despite the helpful 
aspects of the church fair, a majority of 
students came away overwhelmed, at a 
loss to know how to pick a church to 
make their home.  One student suggest-
ed that maybe it should not all happen 

in one big bang of an event.  The student 
suggested that instead of one big even, 
there could be several smaller events 
over an extended period of time.  This 
would result in multiple smaller Church 
Fairs that would eventually cover every 
church that wanted to present itself to 
new students.  This would greatly cut 
down on the overwhelming aspect of 
the Church Fair as there would be only 
a handful of churches at a time. That 
way, new students wouldn’t have their 
minds overloaded with information.  
This would also highlight important 
parts of the concept.  Not only would all 
of the churches be able to interact with 
students as they wished without feeling 
like they have to sell their church, but 
the students would also be able to learn 
about the church and come to an edu-
cated conclusion as to whether or not 
they want to visit.  

Either way, the hat goes off to the 
ones who put forth effort to present 
these churches to CIU students. It helps 
give options for students to get plugged 
in to the church and the community 
here in Columbia.  So no matter what 
side of the subject you are on, if the fair 
helped even one student find a church 
to call home away from home, it has 
been a success.

by jacob moore
staff writer

“”Despite the 
helpful aspects 

of the church fair, 
. . .  students came 

away overwhelmed.

Church Fair: Helpful Tool Leads to Overwhelming Opportunities
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Letter from the Editor
To the reader,
…and out of the ashes of what was 

once the Pilgrim’s Protest comes a new 
newspaper.  Watch it spread its wings 
and fly!  Fly, little paper!  Fly away!  

What would a “Letter from the Ed-
itor” be without a little opening drama?  
Anyway, if you hadn’t already noticed, 
you are holding the very first issue of a 
new school newspaper!  The Rambler 
has been born and your reading of it 
marks this day in history as the first 
day you read the first issue of the first 
volume of the Rambler.  (Can we make 
that a thing?)  Without taking too much 
of your time, allow me to explain why 
the Rambler has been created and what 
our purpose is in bringing you news 
and stories in this form.  

The CIU Rambler is a newspaper 
dedicated to challenging, informing, 
and uniting our campus.  That includes 
students, faculty, staff, and anyone I 
guilt into taking one who doesn’t ac-
tually go here.  We desire to challenge 
thoughts and ideas.  As Christians, we 
can have a very narrow view about cer-
tain issues.  We hope to provide a pos-
sible alternative view on such things.  
We desire to inform you, the reader.  
It is hard to “get outside the bubble” 
sometimes and learn about what is go-
ing on around the world.  We hope to 
bring some issues and news stories to 
your attention that you wouldn’t come 
across by yourself.  Lastly, we desire to 
unite our campus.  This is an interest-

ing parallel to challenging, but the two 
go hand in hand.  Healthy conflict can 
cause deeper and more trusting rela-
tionships.  If two people disagree on an 
issue, sometimes working through it 
together is the best medicine.  We hope 
to unite by creating healthy conflict.  
(Emphasis on the “healthy”)  

 I promised not to take too much 
of your time so I will conclude with two 
things.  First, please understand our 
heart and read our 
mission statement 
before criticizing 
any article, author, 
or idea.  If you feel 
personally offend-
ed, we extend our 
apologies, but also 
stand by our mate-
rial.  I stand by my 
staff writers who, 
I assure you, all 
have our mission 
statement in mind 
when they write.  
They write for you, 
not at you.  Second-
ly, I understand the 
Pilgrim’s Protest is 
gone.  If you’d like 
a more detailed ex-
planation as to why 
we switched to The 
Rambler and have 
done away with the 

title The Pilgrim’s Protest, please ask me 
in person or email me at andrew.stei-
er@mailbox.ciu.edu.  

We hope you have enjoyed this is-
sue of The Rambler and we hope it has 
stimulated your mind and caused some 
conversation among friends.  We will 
get back to work to bring you the next 
issue.  See you soon!

Editor-in-Chief,
Andrew Steier
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Ram ‘Em: Men’s Soccer Scores  Recap
Toccoa Falls 4-0 W

@Lagrange College 5-0 W
@Point University 3-1 W

Freed Hardeman University 1-3 L
Clearwater Christian College 5-0 

Warren Wilson College 5-0 W
@Bluefield College 1-4 L

Bob Jones University 2-0 W
Concordia College 4-1 W

@Saint Andrews University 1-2 L


